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A u OS 4. II. 

I have overthroTon fome of you, as Cod overthrew So- 
dom 4«c;/ Gomorrah , and ye were as a firebrand 
pluckf out of the burning: yet have ye not returned 
unto nte, faith the Lord, 



[T is but a very little time fince you 
met together in this place to lament 
the remainders of a raging pejiilence, 
which the la ft year deftroyed fo ma- 
ny thoufand inhabitants of the late 
great and famous City : and now Cod 
hath given us another (ad occafion for owx fajiing 
and humiliation, by fuffering a devouring fire to break 
forth and coniume (o many of her habitations. As 
though the infeifted air had been too kind and par- 
tial, and like Saul to the Amalekjtes, had only de- 
ftroyed <*«d and fpared tbegreateji <f 

the people 3 as though the grave had forfeited with 
the bodies of the dead, and were loath to go on in 
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the execution o^Cods dirpleafure ; he hath imployed 
a more furious element, which by its merale6 and 
devouring flames might in a more lively manner re- 
prefent unto us the ki»dli«g of his frath againft us. 
And that by a F/r<?, which began with that violence, 
and fpread with that hofrour, and raged with that 

fury, and continued for fo long a time with that ir- 

refiAible forces that it might juftly fill the behol- 
ders with confufion, the hearers of it with amaze- 
ment, and all of us with a deep and humble fenfe of 
thofe fins which have brought down the judgements 
oiGod in lb (evere a manner in the midft of us. 

For whatever arguments or reafons we can ima- 
gine, that (hould compofe the minds of men to a 
Icnfe of their own or others calamities , or excite 
them to an apprehenfion o(t\\tti>rathoiCod as the 
cauleofthem, or quicken them to an earneft fiip- 
plication to him for mercy, they do all eminently 
concurr in theladoccafion of thisdayes Iblemnity. 
For if either compaflion would move, or fear awa- 
ken, or intereft engage us to any of thele, itishard 
to conceive there (hould be an inftance of a more 
efficacious nature, than that is which we this day 
bewail , For who can behold the mines of (b great 
a City,and not have his bowels of companion moved 
towards it ? Who can have any fen(e of the anger 
of God difcovered in it, and not have his fear awa- 
kened by it ? Who can ( as we ought all ') look up- 
on it as a judgement of univerlal influence on the 
whole Nation, and not think himfelf concerned to 
implore the mercy of heaven towards us } For cer- 
tainly, however we may vainly flatter and deceive 
^ our 
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our (elves, the(e are no common indications of the 
frowns of heaven ; nor are they meerly intended as 
the expreffionsof feverity towards that City 
which hath fuffered (b much by them,but the ftroaks 
which fall upon the head (though they light upon 
that only ) are defigned for the punifliment of the 
whole body. 

VVere there nothing el(e but a bare permiffion of 
Divine Providence as to thelc things, we could not 
realbnably think, but that muft needs be very 
angry with us,when he fufferstwoluch dreadful ca- 
lamities to tread almoft upon each others heels^that 
no (boner had death taken away (uch multitudes of 
our inhabitants, but a Fire follows it toconlumc our 
habitations. A F/re, (b dreadfull in its appearance, 
in its rage and fury, and in all the difmall confe* 
quences of it ( which we cannot yet be (ufficiently 
apprehenfive of ) that on that very account we may 
ju Aly lie down in our Jhante^and our confujion cover us ; Lam. t 
becau(e Cod hath covered the daughter of Sion with a 
cloud in his anger ^ andcaji down front heaven to earth 
the beauty of and rementbred nothisfootjtoolin 
t he day of his anger. F or fuch was the violence and 
furyof the^rfzve/, that they have not only defaced 
the beauty of the City, and humbled the pride and 
grandeur of it 5 not only ftained its glory, and 
conlumed its palaces j but have made the Houles of 
<?tf<5/them(elvesa heapof ruines, and a (pedacle of 
delblation. 

And what then can we propolc to our (elves as 
arguments of Cods (evere dilplealure againft us, 
which we have not either already felt, or have jufk 
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caufe eofear are co™ng 

and finccre ainendrocnt. ^ i^oo#.k 

Peftilence at h“ 7 > 

a^da di<con,en,cd 

People, if the ruincs of the City and poverty o the 
Ccuntrey, may make us fenfible how our con- 
dition at prelent is, how much worfe ” 

(if God in his mercy prevent it not) we lhall all 
furely think we have realbn enough this day to lay 
to heart the evil of our doings which have brought all 
ihefi things upon us, and abhor ourfilves , repenting in 
duji and afjcs. That would leem indeed to bear 
. lome analogy with the prelent mines of the City, 
and the calamities we lie under at this time 5 but 
God will more eafily dilpenle with the pompous 
Ihews, and Iblemn garbs of our humiliation 5 if our 
hearts bleed within for our former impieties, and 
our repentance dilcovers its fincerity,by bringing us 
to that temper, that, though we have done iniquity, 
we will do fo no more. That is the true and proper 
end which Almighty Cod aims at in all his Judge- 
ments} he takes no delight in hurling the world 
into confufions, and turning Cities into ruinous 
heaps, and making whole Countries a delblation; 
but when he lees it neceflary to vindicate the ho- 
nour ofhis Juftice to the world, he doth it with that 
Jeverity that may make us apprehend his dilplealure, 
and yet with that mercy which may incourage us to 
repent and return unto the Lord. Thus we find in 
the inftances recorded in the Text, when fome C/- 
fties were confumed by him 5 lb that as far as concerned 

them. 
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thenij they were made //’A? Ooniorrah^ 

yet he doth it with that kindnefi to the Inhabitants^ 
that they are plucky as firebrands oat of the burning : 
and therefore he looks upon it as a fruftrating the 
defign both of his ’jufiice^ and of his Mercy ^ when he 
is fain to conclude with that (ad refleftion on their 
incorrigiblenefs ^ let have ye not returned unto nie^ 
faith the Lord. Thus ye fee what the defign and 
(cope of the w'ords is, which 1 have read unto you, 

wherein we may conlider, , . i j 

1. The feverity of the Judgement which God 
was plealed to execute upon them. I have over- 
thrown Jbme of you , as Cod overthrew Sodom and 

2. The mixture of his mercy in the midft of his fe- 
verity , and ye were as a firebrand pluckt out of the 


2. The incorrigiblene(s of the people notwith- 
ftandingboth. let have ye not, &c.^ Inthefirljwe 
have lifted up to Jirik^ ^ in thefecond we 

have Gods Hand ftretched out to Jave yet neither 
of thefe would make them fenfible of their difobedi- 
ence; though their Cities were overthrown for 
their fakes, though they theml^lvcs efcaped 
not for their own fakgs , but for his merctes 
fake only whom they had fo provo- 

ked i yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the 
Lord. I am fure I may fay of the two former parts 
of the Text, as our Saviour Aothju another cale. 
This day hath this Scripture been fulJiUed among you ^ 
wehavc fecnafadinftanceof 
aimoft wholly confumed as Sodom and Comorrat ^ 


(O 

and a great cxprellion of his kind Inhali~ 
ta^tsfivcd, as^firehrands phcktouf of the bHr»tng^: 

O let it never be faid that the laft part of the words 
is fulfilled too, ret have ye not unto me, 

6 h, wliich, that it may not be, I lhall firit con- 
ildet tkcjcverity of Cod iu bis judgevicnt this day^ 
and then diicover the mixture of his kindf/efs roith it, 
and the relult of both will be the unreajonablenefs of 
ohjiinate difobcdience after tlvem. 

I. The jeverity of the "judgement here exprefled^ 
which, though we take it not in reference to the 
perfbns of men , but to the Cities wherein they 
dwelt j as it l^ms to be underftood not only by the 
Original, wherein the words relating to perfbns are 
left out 5 but by the following claufe, expreffing 
their prefervation , yet we fliall find the Judgement 
to be fevere enough, in regard i. Of the nature 
and kind It. 2. The Jerks and order o{ it. 3. The 
taujes moving to it. 4. The Author of it. I have 
overt hr oven fome of you, as Cod overthrew, ^c. 

I. Ihe nature and kind of it: We can imagine 
nothing more fevere when we confider what it is 
let forth by, the moft unparalleld J udgement we 
read of, viz. the dejiru&ion of Sodom and Gomorrah 
by a fire from Heaven. Although in all circumftan- 
ces the inftance might not come up to the parallel , 
yet in feveral refpecis there might be fb iad a defb- 
Jation, that any other example but that might fall 
beneath the greatnels and leverity of it. And we 
may better underftand of how fad and dreadful a 
nature fuch a Judgement muft be, if we confider it 
'With relation to the fuddennefs and nnexpe&ednefs 

of 
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of it, to the force and violence of it, and to all that 
fad train of circumjianccs whicii attend and fol- 
low it. 

I. Thejitddennefs and unexpedednefs oi\t : as Cod 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah^ i. e. when they leaft 
of all looked for foch a defblation. For thus it was 
in the dayesofLot ('as Cur tells us) they did 

eat, thp drank., they bought, they fold, they planted, ^ 
they builded‘, but the fame day that Lot went out of So- 
‘dom, it rained fire and brimfione from Heaven, and 
dejiroyedthem all. They were all immerfod either 
in their pleafures or in their bufinels, they little 
thought of deftrudfion being fo near them as it pro- 
ved to be 5 Thus it was with the "jewes in their firft 
and latter deftrudHon both of their City and Coun- 
trey, they were as high and as confident of the con- 
trary as might be to the very laft ^ nothing could ' 
perfwade them that their Temple or their City 
Ihould be burnt with Fire, till they law them flaming 
before their eyes. Thus Jojephus obferves of his 
own Countrey-mcn, that in the midjl of all ^ 
their miferies they had no kjndof fenfe at all 
of their fins , but were as proud , prejump- y.a.Kov, ^ 

tuous and arrogant , as if all things 
went well with them'., and were like to do Jo. ‘ ‘ ‘ 

They thought Cod could not pofiibly punifli fuch 
a people as they were in fuch a manner ^ they could 
ealily have believed it of any other people but them- 
lelves; but that Codftiould puniihhisown people, 

\v\ Covenant yN\x\\ him, that judgement fliould begin 
at the houlcof God, that they who had loved to be 
called by his name, (hould be made examples to all 

B other 
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ether Nations li thisfeemed fo hardi and incredible 
that by no means could they entertain it. But God 
and Wife men too thought otherwife of them than 
they did of themfclves ; they could not but fee an 
outward (hew of Religion joyned with a deep and 
fubtile hypocrihe 5 there being among them an heap 
of pride and luxury, of fraud and injuftice, of (edi- 
tion and faftion guilded over with a fair fliew of 
greater zeal for God and his Glory : which that im- 
partial Hiftorian ('as one who knew them welO hath 
deferibed at large ; and although they could not be- 
lieve that (uch heavy Judgements fliould befall them, 
yet others did not only' believe^ but irefftblc at the ap- 
prehenfions of them. 

Who among all the Citizens of London could have 
been perfwaded, but the day before the f /re brake 
out, nay when they faw .the Jian/es for near a day 
togethcr,that ever in four days time, not a fourth part 
of the City ihould be left Itanding ? For when were 
they ever more Iccure and inapprehenfive of their 
danger then at this time ? they "had not been long 
returned to their Houfes, which the Plague had dri- 
ven them from, and now they hoped to make fbrae 
amends for the lois of their Trade before ; but they 
returned home with the (ame fins they carried away 
with them y like new Moons ^ they had a new face 
and appearance, but the fame ^ots remained (fill ; or 
it may be, increafed by that feumm they had gather- 
ed in theCountreyes where they had been. Like 
Beaftsof prey that had been chained up (b long till 
they were hunger-bitten, when they once got loofe 
they ran with that violence and greedinefs to their 

wayes 
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wayes of gain, as though nothing could ever nitisfie 
them. But that which betrayed them to fo much 
lecurity,was their late deliverance fromfo fweeping 
a Judgment as the Plagu: had been to the City and 
Suburbs of it ; they could by no means think , 
when they had all lb lately efcaped the Grave, that 
the City it (elf (hould be (o near being buried 
in its own ruines ^ that the Fire which had mi(TM 
their blood (hould (eize upon their houles^ that there 
(hould be no other way to purge the infefted air, 
but by the flames of the whole City. Thus when 
the Mariners have newly elcaped a wreck at Sea 
the fears of which have along time deprived them 
of their wonted reft, they think they may (ecurely 
lye down and fleep,till it may be another ftorm over- 
take and fink them. We fee then there is neither 
piety nor wilHom in (b much fecurity when a great 
danger is over, for we know not but that very 
fecurity it felf may provoke God to fend a grea- 
ter. And no kind of judgements are (b dreadful 
and amazing, as thofe which come moft unexpeded- 
lyuponmeaj for thefe betray the (uccours which 
reafon offers, they infatuate mens councils , weaken 
their courage, and deprive them of that prelence 
of mind which is neceflary at fuch a time for their 
own and the publick intereft. And there needs no 
more to let us know how fevere fuch a Judgement 
rauft be when it comes upon men in fo fudden and 
unexpeded a manner : but that is not all, for the fe- 
verity of it lyes further, 

7. In the force and violence of it : and fiirely that 
was very great which confumed four Cities to no- 
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thing in fo fhort a time, when Cod did phtere Gehe». 
natu deccelo as one exprellcs it, rained down hell- 
fire upon Sodom and Gomorrah. And this, is that 
which fome think is called the vengeance of eternal 
fire^ rehich all thofe in Sodom and Gomorrah are faid 
to fufier 5 i. e. 4 Fire which confumed, till there was 
nothing left to be confumi d by it. Not but that 
thofe wicked perfons did juftly fuffer the vengeance 
of an eternal fire in another life, but thtApoJilektms^ 
to fet out and paint forth to us that in the life to 
come, by the force and violence of that F/re which 
deftroyed thofe Cities ^ and it would be harlh to 
fay, that all who were involved in that common ca- 
lamity ( who yet were innocent ay to the great 
abominations of thole places, wz.. the Infants there 
deftroyed ) mufl: be immediately fentenced to eter- 
nal mifery. But although God lince that perpetual 
monument of his juftice in the delfruftion of thofe 
Cities hath not by fuch an immediate fire from hea- 
ven confumed and razed out the very foundations of 
other Cities 3 yet at Ibme times there are firer which 
break out and rage with a more then ordinary vio- 
lence, and will not yield to thofe attempts for quen- 
ching them, which at other times may be attended 
with great fuccefi. Such might that great fire in Rome 
be in Hero's timcjwhich whether begun cajuallyfix by 
defigtt ( as it wasdifputed then, as it hath been about 
others fince ) did prefently fpread it felf with grea- 
ter (peed over the Cheque (asthe Hiftorian tells usj 
then the fF/W it felf, and never left burning, till of 
fijurteenrr^/owjin Rome^ but four were left entire. 
Such might that be in the Ewperour Titus his time, 

which 
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which lafted three dayes and nights , and was fo 
irrefiftible in its fury, that the Hiftori- 
an tells us, it was certainly more then an av^^otivoii a^diJ'cu- 
ordin ary fire. Such might that be in the fioyio'Aifiil^xipbam. 

- \ j 1*1 £pt,PiO>t.irhUio.p.iiy^ 

lame City in the time ot Commodua^ which 
though all the art and induftry imaginable were 
ufed for the quenching it, yet it burnt, till it had 
confiimed belides the Temple of Peace, the 
faireft Houles and Palaces of the City, 
which on that account, the Wjiorians at- 
tribute to more then natural caules. Such 
might that be ( which comes the neareft 
of any I have met with, to that Fire we 
this day lament the efledfs of )l mean that 
at ConJiaMtif!Ople,\\bicb happen’d A.D.4.6 5. 
in the beginning of September ^ it brake forth by 
the water fide, and raged with that horrible fury 
Lr four days together,that it burnt down the great- w/» ij. 
eft part of the City, and wasfo little capable of 
rcfiftance, that as Evagrias tell us, the ftrongeft Hou- 
les were but ft likg Jo much dried 

Jiubble before it ^ by which means the whole City 
vvas,as he calls it, li)i,Te}raTt,f yia,,uit, a mojl mijerablc and 
doleful fpeHacle ^ lb that as expreftes it, that 

City nhtch before was accounted the wonder of the 
wordd, was made likg toSodiOta andGottioxtalci. Such 

likewile might thole two great tires have 
which have formerly burnt down great part of the 
then'City of London ^ but neither of them come near 
thedreadfulnelsof this, conlidering how much big- 
ger the habitations of the City were now, and how 
much greater the riches of it then could be ima- 
^ B 5 gined 


dncd atthofetimes. How .great muft we conccirc 
the force of this Fire to have been, which having at 
firO gotten a head where there was little means of 
rclifting it,and much fuel to increale it; rrorn thence 
it fpread it felf both with and againftthe wind •, til 
it had gained fb confid. rable a force , that it delpifed 
all the refiftance could be made by the fli^ngth of 
the buildings which flood in its way ; and when it 
had once fubdued the flrongert and the talleft of 
them, it then roared like the waves of the Sea, and 
made its way through all the lefler obfVacles , and 
might have gone on fo far, till it had laid this Cily 
Icvell with theruinesof the other, had not he who 
fets the boundstoiheOcert», and faith, thui far 
then go and no further ^ put a flop to it in thofe places 
which were as ready to have yielded upthemlclves 
to the rage of it, as any which had been confiimed 
before. 

3. The feverity of it will yet more appear from 
aWthe dreadfull drcumjiances which attend and fol- 
low it. Could you fuppofe your felves in the midft 
of thofe Cities which were confumed by Fire from 
heaven, w’hen it had feized upon their dw'eliings, O 
what cryes and lamentations , what yellings and 
'fhritkings might ye then have heard among them ! 
We may well think how’ dreadfull thofe were, when 
we do butconfiderhowfad the circumflances were 
jof the Fire w’e mourn for this day. When it began 
like Sampjon to break in pieces all the means of re- 
filling it, and carried before it not only the Gates, but 
the churches and mod nsagnifieent Jirullures of the Ci- 

what horror and confulion may we then imagine 


(i3> 

had (c'lzed upon the (pirits of the Citizens what' 
diftraflion in their councils, what palenefs in their 
countenances, what pantings at their hearts, what 
an univerfal confternation might have been then feen 
upon the minds of men ? But O the fighs and tears, 
the frights and amazements, the mifearriages, nay 
the deaths of tome of the weaker Sex at the terrour 
and apprehenfion of it! O the hurry and udlels 
pains, the alarms and tumults , the mutual hinde- 
ranees of each other that were among men at the 
beholding the rage and tury of it ! There we might 
have (een Women weeping for their Children for fear 
of their being trod down in the prefs , tu- loft in 
the crowd ol people, or expofed to the violence of 
the dames:, Husbands more folicitous for thefafety 
of their Wives and Children, then their own^ the 
Souldiets running to their Swords, when there was 
more need of Buckets^ the Tradcfmcn loading their 
backs with that which had gotten pofteftion of their 
hearts before. Then we might have heard forae 
complaining thus of thcmfelves : O that 1 had been 
as carefull of laying up treafures in Heaven as ( 
have been upon Earth, I had not been under fuch 
fears of lofingthcm as now I am! If I had ferved 
Cod as faithfully as I have done the world , he 
would never have left me, as now that is like to do. 
What a fool have I been which have fpent all my 
pretious time for the gaining of that which may be 
now loft in an hours tiraellf thefe flames be fo dread- 
full, what ate thofe which are referved for them - 
who love the world more then Cod I If none can 
come near the of this F;re, who can dwell with 

everlajiitfg 
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everlajlii/g btirniugs ! O what madnefs then will it 
be to fin any more wilfully againft that Cod who is 
A confnming F;re, infinitely more dreadful! than this 
can'be ! Farewell then all ye dcceitfull vanities ; now 
I underfrand thee and my (tlf better, O bewitching 
world, then to fix my happinefs in thee any more. 
1 will henceforth learn fb much vvifdonL to lay up 
rny treafures there where neither moths can corrupt 
them, nor Thieves fteal them, nor Fire confume 
them. O how happy would London be, if this 
were the effedtef her flames on the minds of all her 
inhabitants! She might then rife with a greater glo- 
ry, and her inward beauty would outfliine her out- 
ward fplendour, let it be as great as we can wifh or 
imagine. 

' But in the mean time, who can behold her prefent 

mines, without paying fome tears as due to the fad- 
nels of the fpedfacle, and more to the fins which 
caufed them } If that City were able to fpeak out 
of its ruincs, what fad complaints would it make of 
all thofe impieties which have made her fo milerable. 
If it had not been might fl'iefiiy ) for the pride and 
luxury, the eafe and delicacy of fbme of my inhabi- 
tants, the covetoufhefs, the fraud, the injuftice of 
others, the debaucheries of the profane, the open 
fadfionsand fccret hypocrifie of too many pretend- 
ing to greater fandfity, my beauty had not been thus 
turned into ajt:es ^ nor my glory into thofe ruincs 
which make my enemies rcjoyce, my friends to 
mourn, ‘and all Aland amazed at the beholding of 
them. Look now upon me, you who lb lately a<l- 
niired the greatnefs of my uade , the riches of my 
^ Merchants; 
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Merchants, the number of my people, the conveni- 
ency of my Churches , the multitude of my Streets, 
and fee what defolations fin hath made in the earth. 
Look upon me, and then tell me whether it be no- 
thing to dally with Heaven, to make a mock at fin, 
to flight the judgements of Cod^ and abufe his mer- 
cies, and after all the attempts of Heaven to reclaim 
a people from their fins, to remain ftill the lame that 
ever they were? Was there no way to expiate your 
guilt but by my milery ? Had the lepr<^e of your fins 
lb fretted into my walls, that there was no cleanfing 
them, but by the flames which confume them ? Mufl: 

I mourn in »iy dttji and afies for your iniquitics,while 
you are lb ready to return to the praflile of them? 
Have I fuffered lb much by rcalbn of them, and do 
you think to elcape your lelves ? Cao you then look 
upon my ruines with hearts as hard and unconcerjied, 
as the Jiones which lye in them? If you have any 
kindnefs for me, or for your lelves, if you ever 
hope to lee my breaches repaired, my beauty re- 
ftored , my glory advanced , look on Londons 
ruines and repent. Thus would fhe bid her in- 
habitants not weep for her mileries , but for 
their own fins j for if never anj> forrotv were like to 
her forrow , it is bccaufc never any fins were like 
to their fins. Not as though they were only the fins 
of the City which have brought this evil upon her ^ 
no, but as far as the judgement reaches, lb great hath 
the compafs of the fins been, which have provoked 
God to make her an example of his juflicc. And I 
fear the effeds of Londons calamity will be felt all 
tlie Nation over. For confidering the prefent lan- 
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guiftiing condition of this Nation, it will benoeafie 
matter to recover the blood and which have 

been loft by this Fire. So that whether we confider 
the fadntfs of thofe circumftances which accompa- 
nied the rage of the fire, cr thofe which refped the 
preftnt milcries of the City, or the general influence 
thole will have upon the Nation, we cannot eafily 
conceive what judgement could in £o critically time 
have befallen us, which had been more ievere for 
the kind and nature of it, than this hath been. 

2. We conlider it jeries and order of it. We 
lee by the Text^ this comes in the lalV place , as a re- 
ferve when nothing elfe would do any good upon 
them. It is extrema n/edicina, as S'. Hierom (aith,the 
laft attempt that God ufes to reclaim a people by,, 
and iftheleC<»^/f4f will notdo, it is to be feared 
he looks on the wounds as incurable. He had fent 
a/<j«//«ebefore V. 6. adrought^v. y,S, blajiing and 
mildew^ V. 9. the PejiUence after the manner of Egypt, 
V. 10. the miferies of War in the lame verje. Anci 
when noneot tbele would work that efleft upon 
them, which they were defigned for, then he comes 
to his laft way of punilhing before a final deftrufti- 
on, he overthrew Jome^of their Cities as he had over- 
tbronn Sodom and Gomorrah. Cod forbid, we 
fhould be lb near a final fubverfion and utter defo- 
lation, as the ten Tribes were, when none of thele 
things would bring them to repentance 3 but yet 
the method Cod hath uled with us leems to bode ve- 
ry ill in cafe we do not at laft return to the Lord. 
Foritisnot only agreeable to what is here deliver- 
ed as the courfe Cod ufed to reclaim the Jfraelites, 

but 
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but to what is reported by the mod faithful IHijio- 
rian of thofe times of the degrees and dcps that , 

Cod made before the ruines of the Eritip Kation. 

For Gildas tells us the decay of it began by Civil txcU. Brit. 
Wars among themfelves, and high difiontents ^ re- 
maining as the cdnlequents of them, this an 
univerjal decay and poverty among them , after that, 
nay during the continuance of it , Wars with the 
TiHs and Scots their inveterate enemies : but no 
fooner had they a little breathing fpace, but they 
return to their luxury and other fins again j then 
Cotf/ fends among them a confuming Pejiilence which 
deftroyed an incredible number of people. When 
all this would not do , thole whom they trufted 
mod to, betrayed them, and rebelled againft them, 
by whofe means, not only the Cities were burnt with 
Fire, but the whole Ijlan^ was turned almoft into one 
continued flame. The iflue of all which at laft was, 
that their Countrcy was turned to a delolation , the 
ancient Inhabitants driven out, or deftroyed , and 
their former fervants, but now their bitter enemies, 
poffiftng their hahttations. May Cod avert the Omen 
from us at this day. We have fmarted by Ctvsl 
Wars and the dreadfull of them^ we yet 

complain of great difcontents and poverty as great 
as them, we have inveterate enemies combined abroad 
againft us, we have very lately fuffercd under a Pe 
ftifence as great almoft as any we read or, and now 
the great City of our Nation burnt down by a dread- 
ful/ Fire. And what do all thefe things mean . and 
what will the ifliie of them be ? though that be 
lockt up in the Councils of Heaven ^ yet we have 
^ ‘ C 2 juft 
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juft caufe to fear if it be not our fpeedy amendment, 
it may be our mine. And they who think that in- 
credible, let them tell me whether two years lince 
they did not think it altogether as improbable, that 
in the compals of the two fucceeding years, above 
a hundred^ thoufand perfins (hould be deftroyed by 
the in and other places, and the City 
It left (hould be burnt to the Ground .e And if our 
fears do not, I am fure our Jins may tell us , that 
thele are but the fore-runners of greater calami- 
ties, in cafe there be not a timely reformation of 
our elves. And although Cod may give us fome 
intermillions of punilhments, yet at la ft he may, as the 
Roman Coftjnl cxpxtQkd it, pay us intercalate p^ne 
njuram , that which may make amends for all his 
abatements, and give us full mealiire according to that 
or our prejjed doven^ Jljaken together and runnine 
over. Which leads to the third particular. 

% .7he caufe j moving God to fo much fever ity in hh 
'judgements, which arethe greatnefsofthc fins com- 
ihitted againfthim. So this Prophet tells us that the 
true account of all Gods punilhments is to be fetch- 
y Amos i. 5. * For three 

and fox four I veiU not turn 
the punsfisment thereof: fo it is faid of G4;c4,z;.6. 

V. 9 of Edom, v.ix, oUmmon, v, 13. Moab, 

^ ' of every one of thefe. that whenCe<f 
threatens to punilh them for the greatnefs of their 
them//// We of their trangreffions 
( wh,ch « generally fuppofed to be meant byTe 
Uree mdtht four) he doth pafticu- 

larly 
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larly threaten to (end a Fire among them toconfumc 
the Houfes and the Palaces of their Cities. So to 
Damafius^ chap. l .4. to Giiza, v. 7. to Tyruf^ v.i O. to- 
£f/(jw,v.i2. to.^«/wtf»3 V. 14. to-^/<?<*/',ch.2.v. 3 .to “ju- 
dah^x.’^, I will fend a fire upon Judah, audit fiiall devour 
the Palaces of Jerufalem : and Ifrael 'ia the words ofthe 
text.This is a judgement then, which when it comes in 
its/«>7, gives us notice to how great a height our fins 
are rilcn^ efpecially when it hath lb many dreadfull 
fore-runners, as it had in Ijrael, and hath had among, 
our (elves. When the hath marched furi- 

oudy before it all bloody with the efie&s of a Civil! 
IPar, and the pale horfe hath followed after the other 
with Deathxx^on his back, and the Crave at his heels, 
and after both thele, thole come, out of whofe^ mouth. 
ifiites-fire^atidfmok^^andbrimfiGfie^ it is then time for 
the inhabitants of the earth to repent of the worf of 
their hands. But it is our great unhappinels that we 
are apt to impute thele great calamities to any thing 
rather then to our fins j and thereby we hinder our 
(elves from the true remedy , becaule we will not 
underdand the caule of our diftemper. Though 
Cod hath not fent among us, to tell us for 

fuch and fuch fins. I will fend fuch and fuch judge- 
ments uponyou, yet where we oblerve the parallel 
between the fins and the punifiments agreeable with 
what we find recorded in Scripture, we have realbn 
to lay that thofe fins were not only the antecedents, 
hnt the caujes of thofe punifliraents which followed 
after them. And that becaufc the realbn of punilh- 
mentwas not built upon any particular relation be- 
tween Cod and the people of Jfrael, but upon rea— - 

C3 fons. 
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Tons common to all mankind i yet with this diffe- 
rence, that the greater the mercies were which any 
people ctj)oycd, the Iboncr was the meafure of their 
iniquities filled up, and the feverer were the judge- 
ments wlien they came upon them. This our Trc- 
fhet givds an account of Chap. J.3. ^ 

knoTcn of all the tiations of the earthy therefore voilll 
pmif} you for your ifiiquities. So did God punifh 
‘Tyre and Datfiafius^ as well as ijrael and Judah^ but his 
meaning is, he would punifh them fooner, he would 
punifli them more feverely. I wifh we could be 
brought once to confider what influence piety and 
vertuc hath upon the good ofa Nation ^ if we did,we 
ftiould not only live better our felves, but our Ki»g- 
doffi and Nation might flourifh more than otherwife 
we are like to fee it do. Which is a truth hath been 
fb univcrfally received among the wife Men of all 
ages, that one of the Rotnan Hijioriatts^ though of 
ro very feverc life himfelf, yet imputes the dec."^ of 
the Roman State, not to Chance or F ortune, or fome 
unhidden caules f which the j^theifm of our age 
would prefcntly do ) but to the generall loofhefs of 
mens lives and corruption of their manners. And it 
.was the grave Obfervation of one of the bravefi: 
Captains ever the Roman ^t<*tehad, that itrvas impof- 
civ^D. i. ftble for atsy State to be happy, Jiantibuj meenibus, ruen- 
tibui moribus , though their tv alls were firm, if their 
manners were decayed. But it is our milery, that our 
walls and our manners are fallen together, or rather 
the latter undermined the former. They are our 
fins which have drawn fb much of our blood, and 
infeded our air, and added the greateft fuell toour 
flames. But 
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But it is not enough ill general to declaim againft 
our/«/, but we mid't learch out particularly thole 
predominant vices which by their boldneff and fre- 
y/icwij have provoked thus to punilh us 5 and as 
we have hitherto obk-rved a parallel between the 
jHdgemcftts of ijrael in this Chapter and our otv/t : 
lo I am afraid we (hall find too fad a parallel between 
their Jins and onrs too. Three forts of Jins are here 
fpoken of in a peculiar manner, as the caules of their 
levere punifliments , Their luxury and intempe- 
rance^ their covet oufnefs and opprejjion^ and//ie/V con- 
tempt of Cod and his Laws , and I doubt we 
need not make a very exaft ferutiny to find out 
thefe in a high degree amoifg our lelvcs : and I 
wi(h it were as eafie to reform them as to find them 
out. 

I. Luxury and inte/ffperancei that we meet with in 
the fir ft verfe, both in the compellation, Te Kineof 
Eafian, and in their behaviour, which fiy to their 
Majiers^ brings an‘d let us drink. Te Kine of Baflian, 
Loquitur ad principes IJrael optinsates t^uoji^ue de- 
cern Tribitum, faith S'. Hierom , he (peaks to the Pr/»- 
cer<?/lfrael, and the chief of all the ten Tribes : thofe 
which are fed in the richeft paftures, fuch as thofe 
oiBaJlsan were. Who are more fully deferibed by 
the Prophet \n his fixth chapter. They are the men 
who are at eafe in Sion-, v. I. they put far away from 
them the evil day 9. they lye upon beds of Ivory ^and 
Jiretch themfelves upon their couches, and eat the Lambs 
out of the Jiock^, and the Calves out of the midjiof the 
Jiall,y.s\. they chaunt to the found of the viol, and 
invent to thetnjelves injlruments of snujick_ likg Da- 
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vld, V. 5. tfjcji clrhtk^ Wine in bowls ^ and anoint thent- 
filves with the chief ojntwcntSy but they are not grieved 
for the affiUionof]o\!efi^. The meaning of all which 
isi they minded nothing but cafe, (oftnels, and plea- 
fure, but could not endure to hear of the calamities 
which were fo near them. Nothing but mirth, and 
jollity, and riot, and feafting, and the evil confequen- 
ces of thcle were to be (een or heard among them. 
Their delicate (bills were prefently rutiled and di- 
flurbcd at the dilcourle of any thing but mat- 
ters of Courtfnip, addreG and entertainment. Any 

thing that was grave and ferious, though never (o 
necclbiry and of the greateft importance, was put 
off, as Felix put off S'. Paul to a more convenient 
time : efpecially if it threatned mileries to them, and 
appeared with a countenance fadder than their own. 
Thefe were the Kine of Bajlsan^ who were full of eale 
. and wantonnefs, and never thought of the day of 
Jlavgkter , which the other were the certain fore- 
runners of. SyKtmachus renders it , ^ >’pe?5\ 

which othfrs apply to the rich Citi'z.ens ef Samaria. 
I am afraid we may take it in either (cn(e without a 
Soheifm. Bring and let us drink^^ which as S'. Hie- 
rom goes on, ebrietatem (ignif'cat in vino ^ laxuria 
qu<f fiat urn mentis evertunt^ it implies the height ef 
their luxury and intemperance. It is oblerved by 
(imie, thatour Prophet retains (fill the language of 
his education in the bluntncG of his exprellions, the 
great men that Wvedwho/Iy at their in wanton- 
neG and luxury, he ftydes like the heardfman tt/'Tekoa, 
the Kine of Balhan. That he thought was title good 
wLucugh tor fuch who teemed to have fouls for no 

other 
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other end j then the other had. And hath not thaft 
delicata injiwia^ as ^.Aujiin calls it, that foft and 
effeminate kind of madnels taken pofleffion of too 
many among us,\vhofe birth and education defigned 
them for more manly imployments? Yea, what an 
age Luxury do we live in, when inftead of thofe 
noble charafl'ers of men from their vertue, and wil- 
dome, and courage, it is looked on among ^ 

mighty charafter of a perfon, that he eats and drinks 
xcell : a charaUer that becomes none lo much as the 
Kine of Bahian in the literal fenfe, for furely they did 
fo, orelfethey had never been in fo much elteem 
among the heardfmen of Tekpa. A charaShrwhi^ 
thofe Philofofhers would have been alhamed or, who 
looked upon no other end of humane life but plea- 
Cure ; but in order to that, they thought nothing 
more neceflary then temperance and fol^ietyj but 
whatever efteem they had then they have loft all 
their reputation among our modern Epicures , who 
know of nofuch things as pleafures of the mind^and 
would not much value whether they had any faculties 
of the w/W or no, unlefsit were for the connivance 
of new oaths and debaucheries. But if this \^re 
only among fome few perfons,wehope the whole Na- 
tioii would not fufl'er for their madnefs .* for fcarce 
’ any age hath been fo happy, but it hath ha o 
monjiers in Morality as well as l^ature. But I am 
afraid thefe vices are grown too Epidemical ^ not on 
ly in the City, but the Countries too 5 what mean 
elfe thofe frequent complaints ("and I hope more ge- 
ncral.henthe caufcs of them) that the houfes of 
■£Xeat men in too many places are lo near being pub- 
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lick fchools of dcbaiuhery^ rather then of piety and 
vertue^ where men fhall not want inftrufters to teach 
thcmto forget bothGo^/and ther»felves whercinji»- 
briety is fofar from being accounted a matter oi ho- 
nour^ that the rules of the Perfian civility are quite 
forgotten, and fftenare forced to uvmati themfelvcs* 
1 know nothing would tend more to the honour of 
our Nation, or the advantage of it , then if once 
thele. publick excefles were (tvcrely retrained , I 
do not mean fo much by making new ( for 

thofe generally do but exercifovpeoples Wits by find- 
ing out new evafions ) but by executing old ones. 

i.Covetoufnefs andopprefiott. You fee what thefe 
great men in Samaria did when they had any refpite 
from their excefles and intemperance, then woe be 
to the poor who come in their way; which opprefs 
thepoor and cruf) the needy ; v. i. either by the 
hands ofviolencej or by thole arts and devices which 
either their honefty or poverty have kept them 
from the knowledge of. And if there be not 
lb much of open violence incur dayes, the thanks 
are due to the care of our Afagijirater, and the fe- 
verity of our Latvs^ but it is hard to fay whether 
ever any age produced more ftudious and skilfull 
to pervert the defign of Laws without breaking the 
letter of them, than this of ours hath done. Fraud 
and injuftice is now managed with a great deal of 
artifice and cunning; and he thinks himlelf no bo- 
dy in the underftanding of the world, that cannot 
over-reach his brother, and not be difeovered ; or 
however in the multiplicity and oblcurity of our 
Laws cannot find out fomething in pretence atleaft 

to 
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to juftifie his aftions by. But if appeal be made to the 
Courts ofj«^/r^t«re,what arts are then ufed cither for 
concealing or hiring witneflb, fothat if their Purfcs 
benotequall, the adverfe party may ovcrfwearhira -i 
by fo much as his Purfe is weightier then the others. / 

I heartily wifh it may never be faid of us, vyha't the 
Orator once faid of the Greeks ^ §^tbus jssfjuratsdum cictr. pr* 
jocus^ teftiMonium lucltssy they made it a matter of )ejl 
and drollery to forfroear themjelves, and give falje te- 
fiintonies. But fuppofing men keep within the bounds 
of jufticeand common honefty, yethow unfatiablc 
are the defires of men? they are for adding 
houfe^zwAlandto land, never contented with what 
either their Anceftors have left them, or the bounti- 
full hand of heaven hath beftovved upon them. Till . 
atlaft it may beintherr<7/?Ae#/ expreflion for their 
covetoufnefs^thejione cry out ofthexoall^ andthebeamV^slo.\.\\', 
out of the timber anfveer it : i.c. provoke God to give 
a (tvere check to the t;xorbitant and boundleis de- 
fires of men, as he hath done by this dayes calamity. 

Thus while t/ieC/'/y thought with Babylon to fit as 

lady for ever, vphile JI jc drvelt carelejly, and faid I am, u’ 

and there is none elfe bejides me evil isconse upon her ^ 

and Jhe kfiows not jrom whence it comes, and mifehief 

is fallen upon her, and Jhe hath not been able to put st 

off, anddefolation is come upon her fuddenlj, which ffe 

did not forefee. 

5 . Contempt of God and his Laws. That we read of 
V. 4. where the Prophet fpeaks by an Irony to them. 

Come to Bethel and tranjgreff,^c. he knew well 
enough they were refolvedtodo it, letC 7 ^>dor the 
Prophet fay what they pleafed. For thele Kine of 

D 3 Baffan 
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BaJIian were all for the Calves of Dan and Bethel^ and 
fome think that is the reafon of the title that is 
given them. Thele great men of Samaria thought it 
beneath them to own B.eligion any further then 
it was fubfervient to their civil interefts. They 
Were z\\ of Jeroboams Religion ^ who looked on it as 
a meer politick^ tbang, and fit to advance his own de- 
figns by. 1 am afraid there are too many at this day 
who are fecretly of his mind, and think it a piece of 
wiplom. to be (b : Ble£ed Cody that men Ihould be (b 
wife to deceive theiiifelves, and go down with fo 
much diferetion to Hell ! Thefc are the Crave and 
retired Atheijisy who though they fecretly love nor 
Religiouy yet their caution hinders them from talk- 
ing much againft it. But there is a fort of men much 
more common than the other ; the faculties of whole 
minds are fo thin and aiery, that they will not bear 
the confideration of any thing, much left of Kelt- 
gion-y thefe throw out their bitter feoffs and pro- 
phane jefes againft it. A thing never permitted that 
I know of in any civilized Nation in the world 5 
whatfoever their Religion was , the reputation of 
Religion was alwayes preferved fecred : Cod him- 
felf would not fufib the Jeros to Ipeakevil of other 
Codsy though they were to deftroy all thofe who 
tempted them tq the worfhip of them. And fiiall 
we foffer the mofl: excellent and reafonable Reli- 
gion in the world, z;;z,.the Chrifiiany to be profaned 
by the unhallowed mouths of any who will ven- 
5? damned, to be accounted witty > If their 

enquiries were deeper, their reafon Wronger, or 
their arguments more perfwafive, than of thofe 

who 
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who have made it their utmoft care and bufine(s to 
fcarch into thefe things, they ought to be allow- 
ed a fair hearing ^ but for men who pretend to 
none of thefe things, yet ftill to make religion the 
objeft of their fiofs and rail/erji, doth not become 
the gravity of a Nation profeflingwifdom to permit 
it , much lefs the fobriety of a people profefling 
ChrijUaHity. In the mean time fuch perfons may 
know that wife men may be argued out of a i?e- 
l/gioH they own, but none but Fooh and mad men will 
be droll'd cut of it. Let them firft try whether they' 
can laugh men out of their Eftates , before they 
attempt to do it out of their hopes of an eternal 
happincls. And I am fure it will be no comfort to 
them in another world , that they were accounted. 

Witt for deriding thole miferies which ^hey tnen 
feel and fmart under the feverity of : it will be 
no mitigation of their flames that they go Jaughing, 
into them ^ nor will they endure them me better 
becaufe they would not believe them, out while 
this is fo prevailing a humour among the vain men 
of this age and Nation , what can we expeft but 
that God Ihould by remarkable and fevere judge- 
ments leek to make men moreferious in or 

elfe make their hearts to akg and joints to trem- 
ble^ as he did Belflfazzars, when he could find no- 
thing elfe to caroufe in but the vejfel s oi the. ^ 
pie. And when men laid in the Prophet Zep any^ ^ 
chap. I 12. that God neither did good nor evil, prt- 
fcntlv it follows , therefore their goods fliali become 
a booty , and their houfit a defolation : the day of 
the Lord is near, a day of wrath, a day of trouble 
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.ind dijlrcft , n day of vpajinefs and dcfolation ; as it 
is with us at this time. Thus we fee how fad the 
paralltl hath been not only in the jHdgemcntt of 
ijraef but in the fins likewife which have- made 
tlrofe judgements fo fevere. 

4. The feverity of the judgement appears not 
only from the catifes , but from the author of ir. 
/ have overthrorrn Jon/e of you m Cod overthrew So- 
dom and Gomorrah. Cod challenges the execu- 
tion of his juftice to himfelf,not only in the great 
day , but in his judgements here in the world. 
/.no»j.6 Shali there he evil in a City , and the Lord hath 
not dene it ^ When Cod is pleafed to puniflj men 
for their fins , the execution of his juftice is as 
agreeable to his nature now, as it will be at the 
end of the world; We all know that he may do 
it if he pleafe, and he hath told us , that he doth 
and wili do it-^ and we know withalJ that with- 
out fuch remarkable feverities , the world will 
hardly be kept in any awe of him. We do not find 
that Jove doth fb much in the world as fear doth, 
there being fb very few perfbns of tradable and 
ingenuous fpirits. It is true of too many , what 
Ltil.i.i. La&antius obferves of the Romans^ Nunquam Dei 
'• meviinerunt , ni(i duns in malis Jiint, they feldont 
thinly of Cod, but when they are afraid of him. And 
there is»not only this reafbn as to particular per- 
fbns why Cod fhould punilh them, but there is a 
greater as to communities, and bodies of men 5 
for although fiitfers wicked men to efcapepu- 
nifhment here, as he often doth ; yet he is fure 
Jiot to do it in the life to come 3 but communi- 
ties 
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ties of men can never be puniftied but in this 
world ^ and therefore the juftice of Cod doth of- 
ten difcover it felf in thefe common calamities, to- 
keep the world in fubje^tion to him , and to let 
men lee that neither the wultjUide of their ajfo- 
dates ^ nor the depth of their dejigtts^ nor the Jf<h‘ 
tihy of their Cottndls can (ecure them from the 
omnipotent arm of Divine Julfice, when he hath 
determined to vijit their traf/jgrejjiofis with rods^ 
and their iniquities with jlripes. But when he 
doth all this , yet his loving kjndnefs doth he not 
utterly take frosts the/st : for in the midft of all his 
judgements he is pleafed to remember mercy ^ of 
which we have a remarkable inftance in the Text, 
for when was overthrowing Cities, yet 
the inhabitants as fire-brands out cf the burning : 

and fo I come from the feverity of God^ 

' 2. To the mixture of his mercy in it. And ye 

were as a fire-brand pluckf out of the bttrtsing. That 
notes two things ^ the nearnefs they were in to the 
danger^ andtheunexpeefednefsofthesr deliverance out 
of it. 

I. 7he nearnefs they were in to the danger, ^afi 
torris, cujtss jam ntagna pars abjumpta eji, as lome 
paraphrajelf., like a brand, the great^ part of which 
is already conjumed by Fire^ which flievvs the dif- 
ficulty of their elcaping. So Jofijua is laid to be a 
brand pluck} out of the fire, Zech» 3* 2. And to this 
S'. H/erow upon this place, applies that difficult 
pafiage, l C^>r. 3. 15. theyjlsall be faved, but fo ashy 
Fire, noting the greatnels of the danger they were 
in, and how hardly they Ihould efcape. And are 

not 


not all the inhabitants of this City, and all of us 
in the fuburbs of the other, whole houfes eJcapeU 
fo near the parnes ^ as Finirands pluckt out of the 
lurnttig .<?, When the fire came on in its rage and fury, 
as though it would in a Ihort time have devour- 
ed all before it, that not only this whole Citj^ but 
fo great a part of the Suburbs of the other ftiould 
elcape untouched, is ( ^11 circumftanccs confider- 
cd ) a wonderfull expreffion of the hindtsefs of God 
to us in the midO’ oi fo much leverity. If he had 
luffered the Fire to go on to have confumed the re- 
mainder of our Churches and houfes^ and laid this 
City even with the other in one continued heap 
of r//7»e/, we mu ft have faid, JuJi art thou 0 Lord, 
aud righteous in all thy judgensents. We ought ra- 
ther to have admired his patience in (paring us lb 
long 5 then complain of this rigour of his juftice 
in puuilliing us at laft^ but in ftead of that he 
hath given us occafion this day with the three ChiU 
dren in the fery furnace to praife him in the nsidji 
of the fa/nes. For even the inhabitants of London 
thcmfelvcs who have fuffered moft in this calami- 
ty , have caufe to acknowledge the mercy of Cod 
towards them, that they are efcaped themfelves; 
‘though it be*as the jfeirj report of ‘jofua , the 
High-Triefi, when thrown into the fire by the ChaU 
deasss, with their cloaths burnt about them. Though 
their habitations be conftimed 3 and their lolics 
otherwife may be too great, yet that inthemidft 
ot fo much danger by the flames and the prels of 
people, fo very few ftiould fuff« the lols of their 
lives, ought to be owned by them and us as a mi- 
raculous 
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raculous rrovidence of Cod towards them. And 
therefore tsot unto m , not unto us , but to his ho- 
ly name be the fraife of Jb great a prefervation in 
the midft of fo heavy a judgement. 

2. The uncxpebfednefs of fuch a deliverance they 
are not (aved by their own skill and council, nor 
by their ftrength and induftry, but by him who 
by his mighty hand did pluck, them as Fire-brands 
out of the burning. Though we own the jujiice 
of Cod in the calamities of this day , l*^t us 
not forget his mercy in what he hath unexpc" 
^ledly relcued from the fury of the flames 5 
that the Roy all Palaces of our Graaous Soveraign^ 
the refidence of the Nobility > the Houfis of Parlia- 
ment , the Courts of Judicature^ the place where we 
are now aflembled and feveral others of the ame 
nature , with other places and habitations to re- 
ceive thofe who were burnt out of their own, 
fland at this day untouched with the fre C 
long may they continue fo ; ought chiefly to be 
aferibed to the poroer and goodnep ohhat Cod, who 
not only commands the raging oj the Sea and the 
madnefs of the people, but whom the ipWr and the 
flames obey. Although enough in a due lubordi- 
nationto Divine Providence can never be attributed 
to the mighty care and induftry ot our moft raj- 
cious SoVeraign,and\dsRoyall Wghnejs, whoh^ then 
prefence and incouragement inipired a new hje am 
vigour into the finking 1‘piritsot the 
by God was pkafed (o far to fuccced their endea 
vours, that ai»-ftop was put to theluiy of the hr 
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In fuch places where it was as likely to have 
prevailed , as in any parts of the Citj conlumed 
by it. 

O let us not then fruflrate the defign of lb 
much leverity mixed with lb great mercy : let it 
never be (aid , that neither judgements nor kind- 
nefs will work upon us : that neither our deli- 
verance from the Pcfiilence which walks in clarkr 
nefi, nor from the flames which Ihine as the noon^ 
day^ will awaken us from that Lethargy and lecu- 
rity we are in by our fins : but let Cod take what 
courle he pleales with us we are the lame in- 
corrigible people ftill that ever we were. For 
we have caule enough for our mourning and 
lamentation this day, ( if Cod had not lent new 
calamities upon us ) that we were no better for 
thole we had undergone before. We have furfet- 
ted with mercies , and grown lick of the kind- 
nefi of Heaven to us, and when God hath made us 
fmart for our fulnels and wantonnefi , then we 
grew liillen and murmured and dilputed againlf 
Providence, and were willing to do any thing but 
repent of our fins and reform our lives. It is 
not many years fince Gi>dblefled us with great and 
undelerved blellings, which we then thought our 
lelves very thankfiill for 3 but if we had been re- 
ally lb, we Ihould never have provoked him who 
bellowed thole Favours upon us in lb great a de- 
gree as we have done fince. Was this our re- 
quitall to him for reftoring our Sever aign^ to rebeU 
the more againft Heaven ? Was this our thank- 

fuinels. 
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diforders of Church 
our lives / 

^uceZf contmu- 

»lin ^y our greater provocations > As 

hough we had refolved to let the world f^ 
ere could be a more unthankfull and difo- 

We 'Thus 

tinned with as much fecurity and confi- 

though we had blinded the eyes, or 
ribed the juftice, or commanded the power of 
eaven*. When God of a hidden like onehich- 
y provoked drew forth the fword ofhis de- 
uroying , anj by ^ 

t^houfands in the midft of us. Then we feU 
pon our knees , and begg’d the mercy of 

be fpared, that 
we might have time to amend them: but 
o looner did our fears abate , but our de- 
votion did fo too 3 we had foon forgotten 
We promiles we made in the day of our di- 
refs j and I am afraid it is at this day too 
rue of us which is laid in the Revelations of 

f u- u r^° efcaped the feveral plagues 
which lo many had been deftroyed by. And 

which were not killed by R,y « ; 
thefe Plagues, yet relented not of the work, of ' ' 

_ tir hands. For it we had not greedily luckt 
>n again the poifon we had only laid down 
While we were begging for our lives, if we 
naa not return’d with as great fury and 

E 2 violence 
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violence 3S ever to our former lufts ^ the re- 
moving of one judgement had not been as it 
were only to make way for the egming on 
of another. For the grave feemed to dole up 
her mouth , and death by degrees to with- 
draw himfclf , that the Fire might come up- 
on the Stage:, to aft its part too in the "Tru- 
gtedy our lins have made among us : and^ I 
pray Cod this may be the lalt of it. 
Let us not then provoke Cod to find out new 
methods of vengeance , and make experi- 
ments upon us of what other imhcard of leve- 
rities may do for our cure. But let us rather 
meet Cod now by our repentance, and return- 
ing to him, by our (erious humiliation for 
our former fins , and our ftedfaff iclolutions 
to return no more to the praftile of them. 
That, that much more dangerons infe&ion 
of our fouls may be cured as well as that of 
our bodies , that the impure fiams which 
burn within may be extinguifiied, that all our 
luxuries may be retrenched, our debaucheries 
punilhed, our vanities taken away , our care- 
lels indifferency in Religion turned into a grea- 
ter fcrioufnefs both in the profeffion andthe pra- 
ftife of it. So will Cod make us a happy and 
prolperous , when he finds us a more righteous 
and holy Nation, So will Cod fucceed all 
your endeavours for the honour and intereft 
of that people whom you reprefcnt. So may 
he add that other Title to the reft of thole 

you 
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vnu have defcrved for your Countreys good, 
Ae you JJrpa/rcrr cf the hrtachet cf the 
as tvJll as of the-Na./a«, and refterers ef 
ZLTtodteeU in s So may that Ct, wh.cTi 
r fVtt^rv like 'xli iclore, have her tears 
now fits fohtary ‘ comelinefs re- 

„ipcd off, and her prefent ru- 

though ^ 

;!;'^:fcnt‘deffio’^^^^^^ 

off its rife’ with greater 

deforiu'tjes , that ^ pro^rtion : and to all 

glory , {nay that oi incorrupt 

her other qualities , generall con- 

be added too j _ Leat m/dofff 

fiagration. And I n y ^ ^ 

and Wee will take car^e, th^t^ 

have luff 


uflice will take care , mat w 

ha^-'fifffered by the rumes , 

Wifefufferby "«;f A' ’ *rthe teal oV 
of theCit, bu1 that its foun- 

,he Orfhant ^ j jiftice and Piety, 
dations may be lei , r • jn the Streets for 
That there be “ “?P'“’"Se Chy for wans 

''l“a°^l''®''‘'m^'!tfthe Chnrchet for want at 
ol Chnrchei, not m tn 

“ fettled S in them may ne- 

tend upon the rervi« oi £„„fci„ccs to 

ver tempted to b y i*7ith the fi* 

gl a livelihood, not ^o^eomply wtth ttm,t^^ 




C3«) 


ftious humours of men that they may be able 
to live among • them. And thus when the 
City through the blcfling of Heaven fliall be 
built again , may it be a habitation of Hoh- 
«efi towards Cod, of Loyalty towards our Cra^ 
ciotfs King and hk Svcccjjofs , of JnJiice and 
Righteoujnefs towards men j of Sobriety , and 
Peace , and Unity among all the Inhabitants^ 
till not Cities and Countreys only, but the 
world and time it felf (hall be no more. 
Which Cod of his infinite mercy grant through 
the merits and mediation of his to whom 
with the Father and Eternall Sprit .]0Q all Honour 
and Glory for evermore. 


